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more material presentations of Roman craftsmen, to fall
at last to Parthian barbarism.

The reverse devices are more constant, for, after the
first effort of partial imitation of the current models of
the Seleucidse, Artaxias definitively adopted the Fire
Temple, which, with but slight modifications of its
accessories, remained to the end Armenia's numismatic
.emblem.

The first change from the normal type is marked by a
narrowed surface, and a deeper impression on the coin,
associated with a Grecised adaptation of the Scythic
head-dress into the form of a helmet, surmounted by the
Roman eagle. The helmet and the head it covers then
degenerate into a coarser Roman design, sunk on a less
perfectly modelled die; and on the reverse a bird is
introduced opposite to the single Magus. These coins
seem to be intentionally wanting in legends.

Next in order succeed a series of coins of very similar
fabric, but a crescent takes the place of the eagle on
the helmet. These pieces bear legends in the local
character, but the letters are crudely formed, and irregu-
larly distributed; among other imperfectly legible
designations, they retain in two instances the name of
rmw, Ittirdat, " gift of fire," probably the original com-
pound, which has been perverted into the modern
versions of cc Artovart, Ardoates" &c. The name is for
the first time followed by the title of *ofca, " king."

And, finally, coins are found with an identical reverse,
combined with a Parthian head imitating the profile of
Tiridates I. (Arsaces II.), and bearing the same name-of
rmn, Tirdat, with the now conventional title of MalJca.
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